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In Intention G.E.M. Anscombe claims that intentional 
action is defined as action that is the subject of a specific 
kind of knowledge: knowledge that is practical in that it is 
“the cause of what it understands”, as Anscombe puts it. 
Recently the topic of practical knowledge has been 
revived, and has occasioned lively debates in 
contemporary philosophy of action. The workshop will 
join in these debates and ask how they relate to the 
tradition reaching from Aristotle through Aquinas to Kant 
and Hegel who all conceive of practical knowledge as 
knowledge of the good and thus as a topic of ethics.

The point of departure will be the question whether and,  if 
yes, in what sense it is true that knowledge of what I’m 
doing is an essential feature of intentional action. What 
does it mean to say that this knowledge is “practical”? Is it 
“practical” simply in virtue of having action as its object 
or does it rather present a form of knowledge sui generis? 
It seems clear that when I am doing something 
intentionally I have some non-observational knowledge of 
what I am up to. But what exactly falls within the scope of 
this knowledge? Only my intending or trying to do 
something, or also my bodily movements? Or does my 
knowledge reach out all the way to the changes in the 
world I am effecting? And what kind of causality is 
involved in “knowledge that is the cause of what it 
understands”? What is the relation between practical 
knowledge and deliberation? Do I have practical 
knowledge of the actualizations of motor skills like 
walking in spite of the fact that the exact details of my leg 
movement seem to be inaccessible even upon reflection? 

Even though the starting point will be such problems as 
they arise within the philosophy of action, it will be one of 
the central questions whether the topic of knowledge of 
what one is doing can be treated adequately within the 
confines of this field or whether a proper account requires 
a notion of practical reason that is not limited to 
instrumental considerations.

The texts of the workshop will be distributed in advance. 
No papers will be presented at the workshop. The 
workshop sessions will be devoted entirely to the 
discussion of the contributed papers, with the author of 
each paper responding to questions and objections.

Participants are required to register with Simone 
Chambers (simone.chambers@unibas.ch), from whom 
they will receive the papers to be discussed.
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Saturday, July 10

10.00 - 12.00
Matthias Haase
(Universität Basel)

12.30 - 13.30 
Lunch Break

14.00 - 16.00
Michael Thompson 
(University of Pittsburgh)

16.30 - 18.30
Sarah Paul
(Bowdoin College)

Sunday, July 11

10.00 - 12.00
Sebastian Rödl
(Universität Basel)

12.30 - 13.30 
Lunch Break

14.00 - 16.00
Andrea Kern
(Universität Leipzig)

16.30-18.30
Tim Henning 
(Friedrich Schiller Universität Jena)

 Program

Friday, July 9

10.00 - 12.00
 Agnes Callard 
(University of Chicago)

12.30 - 13.30 
Lunch Break  

14.00 - 16.00
Anselm Winfried Müller 
(Keimyung University, South Korea)

16.30 - 18.30
David Horst
(Universität Leipzig)

http://www.philsem.unibas.ch
http://www.philsem.unibas.ch

